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LIN LEITH - SCHOOL LANGUAGE EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

687. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the Minister for Education and Training: 
(1) Has the minister received via e-mail an urgent request from the member for Murdoch, Mr Trevor 

Sprigg, on behalf of Lin Leith about her being able to travel to Japan on a language exchange program 
with students from Applecross Senior High School?  Due to extenuating circumstances, this young 
student was unable to get her passport and documents submitted in time to comply with the Department 
of Education and Training’s deadline of six weeks prior to the departure date. 

(2) Will the minister be willing to give urgent and compassionate consideration to enable this student to 
travel with her school group? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  If I am not passionate, I am not anything! 

Hon Ray Halligan:  I would accept the latter. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I am pleased to provide the following answer - 

(1)-(2) A request was received by my office about this matter.  As the member and the constituent will 
appreciate, in providing these opportunities for students, schools must make sure that information is 
collected in a timely manner to ensure well-structured excursions that maintain, as a priority, student 
safety and wellbeing.  It is my advice that the school has provided regular communication with all 
parents and students about the requirements to attend the overseas trip.  I am further advised that 
Applecross Senior High School has made every attempt to include the student in this excursion.  I 
understand that there have been some exceptional circumstances in coordinating the request for the 
student’s passport and believe that, on this occasion, it would be appropriate for the student to be 
included in the excursion.  I do, however, remind the member that the school has endeavoured to be 
inclusive and that this decision should not be seen as a precedent for the community to bypass the 
operational requirements of schools and go to local members. 

 


